
Title: Ordinary People Called for an Extraordinary Task 

Passage: Mark 6:7-13 

 

Passage: Mark 6:7-13 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 

spirits. He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their 

belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay 

there until you depart from there. And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you 

leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that 

people should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed 

them. 

 

Context: 
Gospel of Mark 

 Focus: Jesus as King 

 Jesus was the one who had long been previously prophesied as the Anointed One (Messiah) 

o Power displayed in His teaching and shown in miracles in healing disease and death.  Power over 

creation in calming the seas. 

Jesus’ public ministry 

 People initially astonished, then led to unbelief (ex: Nazareth hometown people rejecting Jesus) 

 

Shift in Strategy 

 Question: what would a person have alternatively done if shifting strategy to respond to 

criticism?  Maybe change the message or retain experts (best of best). 

 Contrast: Jesus calls twelve disciples and sends them out  

Disciples Task? 

 Proclaiming God’s kingdom is here and the necessity to repent of sins and turn to Jesus. (The Gospel = 

Good News) 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 

 

Disciples’ heart/focus on Jesus 

John 6:67-69 

So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the 

Holy One of God.” 

 

1 Corinthians 1:19-25 

For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 



Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 

pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 

seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who 

are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God 

is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 

Who were these disciples? 

A group of ordinary men of questionable or weak backgrounds: 

 7 of them were fishermen, 1 a tax collector, 1 a zealot, 1 undercover thief 

 None from religious establishment or educated in the law 

 Their choice reflected establishment of new leadership. (John the Baptist was last of prophets under the 

Old Covenant) 

Question: If God chose them, how can He not choose us? 

 

Marks of a Faithful Messenger 

1. Going out as a team 
Mark 6:7 

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two... 

Matthew 10:2-4 

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the 

son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

 

Question: Why sent out in groups of two? 

 fulfilled Law that testimony is established by at least two witnesses 

o Testimony to proclaim God’s kingdom and one of judgment. 

 Provided each person companionship and help during difficulties  

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 

fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 

o Early church followed - Acts 13 (Paul went with Barnabas) 

 Provides accountability for each person.  Keeps each person faithful in character and in message. 

 

2. Relied on Jesus’ authority 
Mark 6:7 

...gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 

 Disciples carried the authority of the One who sent them. 

 If one accepted them, they were accepting Jesus.  If one rejected them, they were rejecting Jesus. 

 Likewise, we carry Jesus’ authority as we are His ambassadors. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 

Christ, be reconciled to God. 

 



3. Depending on Jesus’ provision 
Mark 6:8-9 

He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 

but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 

 items were same ones that God had instructed Israelites in Exodus. 

 Here, Jesus was indicating the present was a new season of exodus/deliverance for God’s people 

 Why?  Trusting in God’s faithfulness and provision. 

 Note: This was a temporary command and not an on-going command (descriptive passage, not 

prescriptive) 

o Compare: Luke 22 

Luke 22:35-36 (be prepared) 

And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” 

They said, “Nothing.” He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a 

knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 

 

4. Being content 
Mark 6:11 

And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.” 

 disciples were to stay until God’s work was done.  Not move from house to house taking advantage of 

others 

 Likewise, we should be content wherever God leads us or has us. 

Philippians 4:11-13 

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how 

to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 

facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 

anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire 

to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 

and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

 

5. Exercise discernment 
Mark 6:11 

And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is 

on your feet as a testimony against them.” 

 When people reject the disciples, they were to respond discerningly. 

 

1 Peter 3:14-16 

But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 

troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good 

conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 

shame. 

 



 Those who reject the Gospel receive the most severest punishment. 

Matthew 10:12-15 

As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, 

let your peace return to you. And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 

your feet when you leave that house or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of 

judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town. 

 

6. Preach the Gospel   
Mark 6:12-13 

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with 

oil many who were sick and healed them. 

 Proclaim = emulate Christ’s.   

 Repent = change of mind leading to change of action 

o Recognize sin and be sorrowful and understand guilt before God and turn to God 

2 Corinthians 7:10 

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces 

death. 

 worldly grief = sorry got caught (Judas) 

 godly grief = understand guilt before God and need to turn to God for forgiveness and salvation (Peter) 

 

Proclaim the entirety of the Gospel 

 Both judgment AND grace/salvation  

 Perish due to sin BUT salvation through Jesus is available to all who believe 

 

Application 

Remember the Great Commission 

 making disciples is not optional but for all 

 Question: how many disciples have you actually made? 

Romans 10:14-15 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 

they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 

unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

 

Remember the Biblical strategies need to abide by in fulfilling the Great Commission 

 be mindful of wrong human wisdom, strategies. 

 Otherwise, can be tempted to change the message or methods. 

 Truth: God draws people to Himself.  We do not save people.  God does the work. 

John 6:44 

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 

1 Corinthians 3:7 

So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 



 Also, be engaged and held accountable to others in the local church. 

 

Rely on Jesus power and authority 

 In the end, our identity and power can only be in Jesus. 

 You must be in God’s Word (right theology) and practice it rightly (prayer, worship, etc.) 

John 15:5 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 

from me you can do nothing. 

Philippians 1:21 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

Depend on God’s provision and be content with what you have. 

 invest in kingdom of God more than anything else. 

 Don’t temper the message or method 

o Boldly proclaim the Gospel as it is and rely upon God’s authority and power to change hearts. 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

Believe in Jesus Christ 

 Repent of your sins and turn to Jesus. 

Acts 3:19 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out 

 Question: If you died today, are you sure you are going to heaven and spend eternity with God? 


